SNAPSMACK OPERABILITY AUDIT — DING DONG BELL

OPAUDIT 009 — Likes from Pixelfed never landed

Audit ID 2026-09-07-009
Report date 2026-09-07 (compiled from the incident record)
First observed Surfaced by the inbox log built ~0.7.378; resolver fix followed.
Theme A peer references your content by a different address than you expect.
Surfaces Inbound Likes from Pixelfed followers.
State FIXED — CONFIRMING | Resolver accepts the permalink form; not yet confirmed live.
Watched live? Not yet named.
Reporter Sean + Claude.
Related OPAUDIT 001 (Pixelfed object-address handling); OPAUDIT 005 (the log that caught this).
Publication Public. No exploitable detail.
1. SUMMARY

Every like from a Pixelfed follower resolved to nothing and was dropped, each one showing in the inbox log
as unresolved. The cause was a mismatch in how Pixelfed names the thing being liked versus how our
resolver looked it up.

2. WHAT A HUMAN SAW
Likes from Pixelfed followers didn’t register on the liked post, and the inbox log marked every one of them
UNRESOLVED .

3. ROOT CAUSE

A Like from Pixelfed points at the Note’s human permalink (for example /ig-20260624-061822-0705 ), not
the machine address ( /ap/note/p/N) that our resolver knew how to match. So the resolver was handed an
address it didn’t recognise, matched nothing, and the like was dropped on the floor.

4. EVIDENCE AT DIAGNOSIS

The inbox log — built precisely to catch drops — showed every Pixelfed like arriving and resolving to
nothing. The address in each one was the public permalink, not the machine id, which named the exact
mismatch.

5. WHAT WE DID



The resolver now also accepts the public permalink form: it looks the slug up and maps it to the post when
the image belongs to one (matching how the machine id resolves) or to the standalone image otherwise.
The database handle was threaded into all four inbox call sites so every path can resolve the same way.

6. VERIFIED LIVE — AND WHAT REMAINS

The fix is in and matches how the machine-id path already resolves, but a live like from a Pixelfed follower
landing on the right post has not yet been named as watched. Until then this stays | FIXED — CONFIRMING .

7. EYEBALL NEXT

Watch one real Pixelfed like resolve and register on the correct post in the inbox log.

8. THE DOCTRINE THIS INCIDENT REINFORCED

The log we built to catch drops caught this one — the payoff of instrumenting first (OPAUDIT 005).
And the specific lesson: a peer may refer to your content by a different address than you handed it,
so a resolver has to accept every address a real peer will actually use, not only the canonical one.
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